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§ 146.15 Maintenance of emergency 
equipment. 

(a) The emergency equipment pro-
vided, regardless of whether or not re-
quired by this subchapter, shall be 
maintained in good condition at all 
times. Good operating practices require 
replacement of expended equipment, as 
well as periodic renewal of those items 
which have a limited period of effec-
tiveness. 

(b) Each personal flotation device 
light that has a non-replaceable power 
source must be replaced on or before 
the expiration date of the power 
source. 

(c) Each replaceable power source for 
a personal flotation device light must 
be replaced on or before its expiration 
date and the light must be replaced 
when it is no longer serviceable. 

§ 146.20 Work vests. 
(a) Types of approved work vests. Each 

buoyant work vest carried under the 
permissive authority of this section 
must be approved under— 

(1) 46 CFR 160.053; or 
(2) 46 CFR 160.077 as a commercial hy-

brid PFD. 
(b) Use. Approved buoyant work vests 

are considered to be items of safety ap-
parel and may be carried aboard OCS 
facilities to be worn by persons em-
ployed thereon when working near or 
over the water. The use and control of 
such vests shall be under the super-
vision of the person in charge of the fa-
cility. When carried, such vests shall 
not be accepted in lieu of any portion 
of the required number of approved life 
preservers and shall not be substituted 
for the approved life preservers re-
quired to be worn during drills and 
emergencies. 

(c) Stowage. The work vests shall be 
stowed separately from the regular 
stowage of approved life preservers. 
The location for the stowage of work 
vests shall be such as not to be easily 
confused with that for approved life 
preservers. 

(d) Inspections. Each work vest shall 
be subject to examination by a marine 
inspector to determine its service-
ability. If found to be satisfactory, it 
may be continued in service, but shall 
not be stamped by a marine inspector 
with a Coast Guard stamp. If a work 

vest is found not to be in a serviceable 
condition, then such work vest shall be 
removed from the OCS facility. If a 
work vest is beyond repair, it shall be 
destroyed or mutilated in the presence 
of a marine inspector so as to prevent 
its continued use as a work vest. 

(e) Additional requirements for hybrid 
work vests. Commercial hybrid PFD’s 
must, in addition to the other require-
ments in this section, be— 

(1) Used, stowed, and maintained in 
accordance with— 

(i) The procedures set out in the 
manual required for these devices by 46 
CFR 160.077–29; and 

(ii) Any limitation(s) marked on 
them; and 

(2) Of the same or similar design and 
have the same method of operation as 
each other hybrid PFD carried on 
board. 

[CGD 78–160, 47 FR 9383, Mar. 4, 1982, as 
amended by CGD 78–174A, 51 FR 4339, Feb. 4, 
1986] 

§ 146.30 Notice of casualties. 
(a) The owner, operator, and person 

in charge of an OCS facility shall en-
sure that the Coast Guard is notified as 
soon as possible after a casualty oc-
curs, and by the most rapid means 
available, of each casualty involving 
the facility which results in: 

(1) Death; or 
(2) Injury to 5 or more persons in a 

single incident. 
(b) The owner, operator, and person 

in charge shall ensure that the Coast 
Guard is notified promptly of each cas-
ualty involving the facility which re-
sults in: 

(1) Damage affecting the usefulness 
of primary lifesaving or firefighting 
equipment; 

(2) Injury causing any person to be 
incapacitated for more than 72 hours; 

(3) Damage to the facility exceeding 
$25,000 resulting from a collision by a 
vessel with the facility; or 

(4) Damage to a floating OCS facility 
exceeding $25,000. 

(c) The notice required by paragraphs 
(a) and (b) of this section must identify 
the person giving the notice and the fa-
cility involved and describe, insofar as 
practicable, the nature of the casualty 
and the extent of injury to personnel 
and damage to property. 
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